
NORWAY &  

THE REALM OF THE POLAR BEAR  

HIGH ARCTIC CRUISE 
 

16 day exclusive fully escorted small group tour 

Depart  Perth  10 June 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A visit to the High Arctic island of Spitsbergen is a visit to one of the Earth’s last 

wilderness areas.  In the summer, beautiful colours and contrasts frame majestic 

mountain formations, dramatic glaciers, and endless arctic tundra with its diverse 

flora and fauna.  Breathtaking and mysterious, the Arctic landscape tugs at you to 

return again and again.   

Andrea is returning to Norway and Spitsbergen in 2018 and she invites you to join her 

on this unique adventure for travellers of any age.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Tour escort: Andrea Thomas 

7 FORREST AVE, BUNBURY  WA  6230 

P:  08 9780 0900 

FREECALL:  1800 177 788 

sales@cathiericetravel.com.au 

 



1st printing 25 May 17 

Deep inside the Arctic Circle lies the remote 

and rugged Svalbard archipelago, the final 

strip of land separating Norway from the 

North Pole. With its stark but beautiful 

landscape of glaciers, fjords, jagged snow-

capped mountains and frozen tundra, this is 

the land of the polar bear and the midnight 

sun.  

Remote and untouched, the ‘wildlife capital of 
the Arctic’ is home to Svalbard reindeer, Arctic 
foxes, colonies of walruses, whales, seals, 
thousands of migratory seabirds nesting on 
coastal cliffs and  the majestic polar bear. If 
the scenery and wildlife are not draw cards 
enough, Svalbard also offers a fascinating 
history, the staging post for many expeditions 
to the North Pole in the 16th century due to its 
close proximity. 

  
Spitsbergen is the largest island of the archipelago and one of the world’s northernmost inhabited 
areas.  We visit the region in June when the sea ice is still thick, offering the polar bears a rich 
hunting ground.  This gives us the best chance of spotting a bear during our cruise. 
  

Discover the pristine wilderness and incredible wildlife of this spectacular region aboard our 

expedition cruise that will take you to remarkable corners of the Svalbard archipelago, where the 

next stop is the North Pole! 

 

Your exciting Arctic expedition includes: 

 8 day Realm of the Polar Bear cruise 

onboard the MS Expedition, an 

expedition style vessel taking up to 

134 guests 

 Pre- and post-cruise accommodation 

in Oslo, Norway, including breakfast 

daily, a morning city tour with entry 

into the Viking Ship Museum, and a 

group dinner 

 Two nights pre-cruise accommodation 

in Longyearbyen, Spitsbergen 

 Expedition waterproof parka 

 Waterproof expedition boots on loan for shore landings (USA size 6 to 16) 

 Exciting shore landings and Zodiac cruising per the daily programme 

 Formal and informal presentations by the Expedition Team  

 Economy class airfares and taxes 

 

 



Sunday 10 June  Perth to Oslo  

This evening we join our flight from Perth to Oslo (one stop en-route).   (meals on flight) 

 

Mon 11 June  Arrive Oslo  

Upon arrival in Oslo, we will collect our luggage and clear customs then walk over the link bridge to our hotel. 

Your time is free for your own leisure. 

Hotel: Park Inn Radisson Blu Oslo Airport Hotel, Oslo     (Run-of-house room, 1 night)    (B) 

 

Tues 12 June  Oslo to Longyearbyen 

After an early breakfast, we walk back across 
the link bridge to the airport for our morning 
flight to Longyearbyen. 

Upon arrival, we are met and transferred to our 
hotel. 

The remainder of the afternoon and evening is 
free for your own leisure. 

Hotel: Radisson Blu Polar Hotel  (Run-of-house room, 2 nights)    (B)  

Wed 13 June  Longyearbyen 

Your day and evening are free for your own 
leisure.  No arrangements made. 

You may like to take an optional dog-
sledding excursion.  At this time of year, the 
snow has started to melt so it may be a dog-
cart on wheels.  (B) 
 

 

Thurs 14 June   Embarkation day in   Longyearbyen 

The day is then free for your own 

leisure. 

Embarkation around 4 PM.    

Your Spitsbergen adventure cruise 

begins when you board our ship, the 

MS Expedition  in Longyearbyen, 

the island’s largest settlement.    

As you embark, you’ll have great 

views of the mountainous 

landscape that serves as the 

backdrop to this seaside village.

    (B,D) 

Ship:  MS Expedition   (Cabin as selected, 7 nights) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fri 15 – Wed 20 June    -    Exploring Spitsbergen       (B,L,D) 

Our voyage is spent travelling in the world in which the polar bear survives.  
 
Our wildlife viewing opportunities are enhanced by exploring as many remote areas as possible. Spotting 
wildlife like polar bears, the arctic fox, Svalbard reindeer, and land or sea birds can be difficult, but well worth 
the effort. Ice and weather conditions permitting we can explore near sea ice, through fjords that lead to 
glaciers and icebergs, and discover bird nesting colonies, all from the platform of the ship. Alternatively, hop in a 
Zodiac to explore more closely, or be brought to land to visit historical sites and experience the tundra.  
 
We are always on the lookout for wildlife, ranging from endangered and rare polar species to sea mammals and 
birds. And, of course, we'll have our eyes peeled for polar bears - they can be found all throughout this region, 
but finding them can require patience and persistence. Come join us in the search! 
 
Early-season voyages often provide the greatest opportunity to see large ice floes in the Arctic pack ice, which 
usually means excellent wildlife viewing.  Each day will be planned to take advantage of local ice and weather 
conditions. Distances are relatively short in the Archipelago and as there are no ocean crossings, the seas are 
normally calm. During these six days visit ice covered seas, fjords with breathtaking mountain scenery and 
glaciers flowing into the sea. 
 
We have the possibility to cruise in Zodiacs along the ice 
edge viewing seals or walrus, in fjords with glaciers spilling 
down to the sea or in front of spectacular seabird cliffs. 
 
The evening of our last full day of adventure will find the 
expedition ship anchored off Longyearbyen. 
 

 

 



 

Thurs 21 June   

Disembark Longyearbyen 

Our adventure ends as it began, in the frontier-style settlement of 

Longyearbyen.  

After breakfast, we disembark and are transferred to the airport for our flight to 

Oslo. 

Hotel: Thon Opera Oslo (Run-of-house room, 3 nights)       (B) 
 

 

Fri 22 June Oslo 

After breakfast, we are taken on a half day 

guided city tour, taking in the main sights of 

Oslo city including a visit to the Viking Ships 

Museum (entry included). 

Your afternoon is free for your own leisure. 

This evening we get together for a group 

dinner.    (B,D) 

 

 

Sat 23 June Oslo 

Your day and evening are free for your own explorations.      (B) 

 

Sun 24 June  Depart Oslo 

Your morning is free.  Late morning the group will be met and transferred to Oslo Airport for our flight home 

(one stop en-route).         (B, meals on flight) 

 

Mon 25 June  Arrive Perth 

We arrive into Perth around 6.00 PM. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TWIN SHARE PRICES: 

 

Category 2 twin share  $12,290.00* pp 

Category 3 twin share  $12,940.00* pp 

 
Please note: we hold a limited number of cabins in each category. 

Maximum group number 12. 

 

SINGLE SUPPLEMENT °  cost on application °  

BUSINESS CLASS UPGRADE ¤ available airfare at time of booking 

° No single cabins/rooms held – subject to availability at time of booking. 

¤ Business class all international flights only – based on the airfare at time of booking.  Scandinavian 

Airlines flights to/from Longyearbyen economy class. 

 

* Includes airline taxes.  Includes ship and shore gratuities for hotels, coach drivers and tour guides. 



INCLUSIONS: 

 

 8 day/7 night Chimu ‘Realm of the Polar Bear’ cruise onboard the MS Expedition.  Twin share unless single 
price paid. Note: Single cabins on request, subject to availability.  No single cabin allocation held.  Share 
stranger option available, subject to availability of suitable same-sex match.   

 Two nights pre-cruise accommodation in Longyearbyen including transfers and breakfast daily as per 
itinerary. 

 One night pre- and three nights post-cruise accommodation in Oslo as per itinerary including transfers, 
breakfast daily, group dinner, and Oslo morning city tour including entry into the Viking Ship Museum. 

 Group transfers from hotel to the ship on embarkation day.  Embarkation around 4.00 PM. 

 All breakfasts, lunches and dinners on board throughout your cruise.  Other meals as per itinerary. 

 Leadership throughout the voyage by our experienced Chimu Expedition Leader, including shore landings 
and other activities. 

 All shore landings per the daily program. 

 All Zodiac transfers and cruising per the daily program. 

 A pair of insulated, waterproof expedition boots on loan for shore landings – size USA 6 to 16. 

 An expedition parka – yours to keep (available on day 1 of the cruise). 

 Formal and informal presentations by the Expedition Team. 

 All luggage handling aboard ship. 

 Group transfer upon disembarkation from ship to airport. 

 Airfares and taxes from Perth to Oslo and return with Emirates, and from Oslo to Longyearbyen and return 

with Scandinavian Airlines.  Please note:  flights are out of system range until late-June 2017.  Flights will be 

reserved as soon as they come into system range and tickets issued.  Please refer to information below 

regarding flight amendments after ticketing. 

 Cruise gratuities, hotel, driver and tour guide gratuities. 
 

 

NOT INCLUDED: 

 

 Passport and visa expenses.  No visa required for Australian passport holders. 

 Any meals ashore unless stated on the itinerary and inclusions. 

 Gratuities for any private meals, taxi fares etc. 

 Excess baggage charges. 

 Laundry, bar, beverage and other personal charges.  

 Telecommunications charges. 

 Mandatory waterproof pants for Zodiac cruising, and any other gear not mentioned. 

 Comprehensive travel insurance.  See information on the following pages regarding travel insurance. 

 Transport from Bunbury to Perth International Airport and return.  Transfers can be arranged, price to be 
advised once final numbers known. 

 
TOUR PARTICIPATION 
 
Our small group adventures bring together people of all ages. It is very important you are aware that, as a minimum, 
an average level of fitness and mobility' is required to undertake our easiest programs. Travellers must be able to 
walk without the aid of another person, climb 3-4 flights of stairs, step on and off small boats, and carry their own 
luggage at a minimum.  Travellers with a pre-existing medical condition are required to complete a short medical 
questionnaire, which must be signed by their physician. This is to ensure that travellers have the necessary fitness 
and mobility to comfortably complete their chosen trip. While our staff work hard to ensure that all our travellers are 
catered for equally, it is not their responsibility to help individuals who cannot complete the day's activities unaided.  
 
The following tour conditions are to be read in conjunction with the Chimu brochure conditions. 
 
DEPOSITS 
 
A non-refundable deposit of $3500.00 per person is required within 5 days of confirmation of your booking. 
 
At this time we require the completed booking form showing names as they appear on your passport and a photocopy 
of your current passport.  
 
Please note:   Your airline tickets will be issued within several days of your deposit payment.  Cancellation and 
amendment fees will be charged by Emirates should you wish to change or cancel your reservations.  Travel insurance 
should be discussed when you pay your deposit. 



 
CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS 
 
Payments made by credit card incur the following merchant charges:     

Visa/Mastercard  1.5%         
American Express 3.5% 
Diners Card not available 

 
FINAL PAYMENT 
 
A second progress payment of $2,000.00 will be required by 15 January 2018. 
 
Final payment due by   1 March 2018. 
 
It is imperative that deposits and final payments are paid by the due dates provided.  Failure to pay on time may result 
in the cancellation of your reservations. 
 
If a booking is made after this date, the full tour price is due at time of confirmation. 
 
FARES AND PRICES 
 
Group costs quoted for this tour are subject to a minimum number of 12 paying passengers travelling together.  Cathie 
Rice Travel reserves the right to re-cost should minimum numbers not be met. 
 
Due to the current instability of oil prices, all of the companies involved reserve the right to increase their costs relevant 
to fuel prices.  All prices subject to increase until paid in full. 
 
Tour prices specified are based on airfares and land arrangement tariffs applicable at the time of printing and do not 
include airline taxes, airport/port charges or gratuities unless indicated.  Prices are based on currency exchange rates 
therefore may be subject to increase without prior notice until the final payment date.  All prices are in Australian dollars. 
 
Please note:  As this holiday package may incorporate many different facets such as flights, hotels, transfers, tours 
and/or a cruise, the payments you make will be forwarded to the individual companies involved to secure your 
reservations.    Individual payments are not able to be made to these companies, therefore prices are subject to change 
as per the clause above, until the final payment date.  
 
Prices are based on travellers utilising group flights. Due to the small group size, flight reservations will be made on an 
individual basis at time of booking and tickets will be issued as per the fare conditions.  IE tickets may be issued at 
time of deposit payment. Please note that heavy amendment fees are charged for changes made once the airline 
tickets are issued.  Cancellation insurance is required. 
 
Travel insurance is not included in your tour cost.   Please refer to the “travel insurance” section for more information. 
 
CANCELLATION/REFUND POLICY 
 
In the event of cancellation by the passenger, the following fees will apply: 
 
Deposit/progress payment - NON REFUNDABLE 
 
After final payment date – any charges imposed by the principals involved in operating the tour.  Therefore, the 
cancellation fee may be up to the total cost of this tour.  Bookings and payments are non-transferable. 
 
There is no refund for any sightseeing tours, meals, accommodation, or any other services not utilised or required 
during this tour. 
 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 
 
CHIMU CONDITIONS:   Travel insurance is compulsory in order to participate on any of our trips. When travelling on 
a group trip, you will not be permitted to join the group until evidence of travel insurance has been sighted by your 
CEO, who will take note of your insurance details. When selecting a travel insurance policy please bear in mind that 
all clients must have medical coverage and that we require a minimum coverage of USD 200,000 for repatriation and 
emergency rescue. We strongly recommend that the policy also covers personal liability, cancellation, curtailment 
and loss of luggage and personal effects. If you have credit card insurance we require proof of purchase of the trip (a 
receipt of credit card statement) with a credit card in your name. Contact your bank for details of their participating 
insurer, the level of coverage and emergency contact telephone number. 
 
It is important to consider the purchase of travel insurance as early as possible as cancellation penalties will be enforced 
by the cruise/tour companies, hotels, airlines etc. Cancellation fees will not be waived if insurance cannot be obtained.   
 



Medicare will not pay for services or hospitalization outside Australia.  Medical disembarkations do occur on cruises 
and passengers (or their families) are held personally liable for medical and associated costs incurred onboard ship or 
overseas.  We will be travelling to an extremely remote island with minimal medical facilities therefore full coverage is 
required.  Chimu Expeditions will require a copy of your insurance policy. 
 
In conjunction with your tour, we are offering a 10% group discount on SureSave Insurance.  Please contact our office 
for a brochure and a quote. 
 
PASSPORTS AND VISAS 
 
All passengers must be in the possession of a passport that is valid for at least six months after your return date to 
Australia.  Passengers not travelling on an Australian passport must have a valid re-entry visa for Australia. 
 
ITINERARY ALTERATIONS 
 
We endeavour to provide an accurate itinerary, however alterations may occur due to road or weather conditions, 
strikes or other reasons beyond our control.   Any additional expense incurred by the passenger is not the responsibility 
of Cathie Rice Travel.  We can give no guarantee as to the exact arrival and departure times for carriers and operators 
used in the tour and Cathie Rice Travel will not be liable for failure to make connections with any other services or 
attractions beyond its control.   
 
Expedition cruising:  While it is our intention to adhere to the itinerary, there is a certain amount of flexibility built into 
the itinerary and on occasion it may be necessary, or desirable to make alterations. The itinerary is brief, as we never 
know exactly where our journey will take us. Due to our style of travel and the regions we visit, travel can be 
unpredictable. The itinerary is a general guide to the tour and region and any mention of specific destinations or 
wildlife is by no means a guarantee that they will be visited or encountered. Aboard expedition trips visits to research 
stations depend on final permission. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E&OE – pricing valid as at 24 May 2017 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cathie Rice Travel  –  Escorted Tours & Special Departures 
PASSENGER INFORMATION FORM 

Please complete and return with a copy of your passport 
SURNAME: TITLE: 



GIVEN NAMES (as per passport) 

ADDRESS: 

HOME PHN: MOBILE: BUSINESS PHN: 

EMAIL: 

PASSPORT NO: PLACE OF ISSUE: 

DATE OF ISSUE: DATE OF EXPIRY: 

NATIONALITY: PLACE OF BIRTH: 

DATE OF BIRTH: NAME YOU LIKE TO BE CALLED: 

EMERGENCY CONTACT: 
(Name, relationship, address 
phone number) 

DIETARY REQUIREMENTS: 

FREQUENT FLYER NUMBER & AIRLINE: 

HOTEL REQUIREMENTS:   TWIN              DOUBLE                SINGLE              TRIPLE 

SPECIAL REQUESTS: 
(see note below) 

MEDICAL INFORMATION:  If yes, please give further information 

During the past 5 years, have you suffered any  
significant Illness, been hospitalised or require  
regular care by a doctor?  
 

 

Do you have any physical limitations, handicaps 
or prosthesis?   
 

 

Do you take medication or drugs relating to a  
pre-existing medical condition? 
 

 

Are you affected by any other pre-existing 
Medical condition not mentioned above? 
 

 

Have you arranged your own travel insurance 
policy?  Please give details of company and 
policy number.  (Do not complete if insurance 
arranged by Cathie Rice Travel) 

 

 

The information on this form will be assessed and you may be required to complete an additional confidential medical form relating 
to the tour you are joining. 
 
All special requests such as those for particular airline seating, hotel rooms and dietary requirements will be forwarded to the 
appropriate suppliers, however cannot be guaranteed by Cathie Rice Travel. 
 
Our escorted tours bring together people of all ages. It is very important you are aware that, as a minimum, an average level of 

fitness and mobility' is required to undertake our easiest programs. Travellers must be able to walk for a reasonable length of 

time without the aid of another person, climb 3-4 flights of stairs or over uneven surfaces, and carry their own luggage at a 

minimum.  This is to ensure that travellers have the necessary fitness and mobility to comfortably complete their chosen trip. 

While our staff work hard to ensure that all our travellers are catered for equally, it is not their responsibility to help individuals 

who cannot complete the day's activities unaided.  Travellers who need such assistance must be accompanied by a qualified 

companion to assist them.   

   I have read and understand these conditions and the brochure conditions.  I have arranged travel insurance coverage.  

 

__________________________________________________________________     Date:   ____________________________ 

Cathie Rice Travel  –  Escorted Tours & Special Departures 
PASSENGER INFORMATION FORM 

Please complete and return with a copy of your passport 
SURNAME: TITLE: 



GIVEN NAMES (as per passport) 

ADDRESS: 

HOME PHN: MOBILE: BUSINESS PHN: 

EMAIL: 

PASSPORT NO: PLACE OF ISSUE: 

DATE OF ISSUE: DATE OF EXPIRY: 

NATIONALITY: PLACE OF BIRTH: 

DATE OF BIRTH: NAME YOU LIKE TO BE CALLED: 

EMERGENCY CONTACT: 
(Name, relationship, address 
phone number) 

DIETARY REQUIREMENTS: 

FREQUENT FLYER NUMBER & AIRLINE: 

HOTEL REQUIREMENTS:   TWIN              DOUBLE                SINGLE              TRIPLE 

SPECIAL REQUESTS: 
(see note below) 

MEDICAL INFORMATION:  If yes, please give further information 

During the past 5 years, have you suffered any  
significant Illness, been hospitalised or require  
regular care by a doctor?  
 

 

Do you have any physical limitations, handicaps 
or prosthesis?   
 

 

Do you take medication or drugs relating to a  
pre-existing medical condition? 
 

 

Are you affected by any other pre-existing 
Medical condition not mentioned above? 
 

 

Have you arranged your own travel insurance 
policy?  Please give details of company and 
policy number.  (Do not complete if insurance 
arranged by Cathie Rice Travel) 

 

 

The information on this form will be assessed and you may be required to complete an additional confidential medical form relating 
to the tour you are joining. 
 
All special requests such as those for particular airline seating, hotel rooms and dietary requirements will be forwarded to the 
appropriate suppliers, however cannot be guaranteed by Cathie Rice Travel. 
 
Our escorted tours bring together people of all ages. It is very important you are aware that, as a minimum, an average level of 

fitness and mobility' is required to undertake our easiest programs. Travellers must be able to walk for a reasonable length of 

time without the aid of another person, climb 3-4 flights of stairs or over uneven surfaces, and carry their own luggage at a 

minimum.  This is to ensure that travellers have the necessary fitness and mobility to comfortably complete their chosen trip. 

While our staff work hard to ensure that all our travellers are catered for equally, it is not their responsibility to help individuals 

who cannot complete the day's activities unaided.  Travellers who need such assistance must be accompanied by a qualified 

companion to assist them.   

   I have read and understand these conditions and the brochure conditions.  I have arranged travel insurance coverage.  

 

__________________________________________________________________     Date:   ____________________________ 


