
Highlights of Southern Africa 

17 Day Exclusive Fully Escorted Small Group Tour  

Departing Busselton, Bunbury & Perth 18 May 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discover the wonderful contrasts of southern Africa … marvel at breathtaking vistas 
such as the Blyde River Canyon, spend time with the “Big Five” game viewing in the 
world famous Kruger National Park, and enjoy cultural and historical experiences in 
Swaziland and Zululand.  Travel through KwaZulu-Natal with its ancient game 
reserves and spectacular coastline.  Visit scenic Knysna,  and journey through the 
Eastern Cape and along the Garden Route to cosmopolitan Cape Town. 

 

Our fully escorted southern Africa experience is limited to just 15 guests. 

 

 

Optional 7 day extension to Victoria Falls & Hwange National Park 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st edition 8May18 

7 Forrest Ave, Bunbury  WA  6230 
4/44 Forrest St, Collie  WA  6225 

Freecall:   1800 177 788 

sales@cathiericetravel.com.au 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 18 May 2019 – Perth to Johannesburg 

 

Our flight to Johannesburg departs from Perth late this evening. 

 

 

Sunday 19 May – Johannesburg  

 

On arrival into Johannesburg the group will be met and transferred to your hotel. 

Your time is free for your own leisure. 

 

Accommodation: Peermont Mondior (1 night) 

 

 

Monday 20 May – Hazyview  

 

Depart after breakfast and travel to 

Mpumalanga via the magnificent 

Panorama Route. From many well-

positioned vantage points one has 

views of the Blyde River Canyon 

which starts at Bourke’s Luck 

Potholes and ends at the Three 

Rondavels.  Time and weather 

permitting, stop at God’s Window.  

 

Late afternoon arrive at your hotel located minutes from the Kruger National Park, for check in and 

dinner. (BD) 

 

Accommodation: Perry’s Bridge Hollow (2 nights) 

 

Tuesday 21 May – Kruger National Park  

 

Early this morning you will depart in an open 

safari vehicle for your game drive through 

the park. At almost a million hectares, the 

reserve is the flagship of South African 

National Parks and is home to an impressive 

range of flora and fauna.  

 

Return to your hotel in the afternoon and 

spend the remainder of the day at leisure.  

 

An optional evening safari is available (at 

own expense). (BD) 



 

Wednesday 22 May – Swaziland  

 

After breakfast, travel to the Royal Kingdom of 

Swaziland. Enjoy a showcase of the traditional 

Swazi culture followed by lunch at a cultural 

village.  

 

This afternoon visit the Ngwenya Glass Works 

to see master craftsmen create beautiful 

sculptures and artwork from molten glass. (BL) 

 

Accommodation: Royal Swazi Sun Hotel 

& Spa (1 night) 

 

Thursday 23 May – KwaZulu-Natal 

 

Enjoy a morning visit to the Swazi Candle Factory before travelling into KwaZulu-Natal, arriving at 

your hotel this afternoon.  

 

Embark on an afternoon scenic drive up the Lebombo Mountains. The drive will be combined with 

a visit to a local and authentic Zulu homestead for a glimpse into Zulu life in today’s world. (BD) 

 

Accommodation: Ghost Mountain Inn (2 nights) 

 

 

Friday 24 May – Hluhluwe-Umfolozi Game Reserve  

 

Transfer to the Hluhluwe-Umfolozi Game Reserve, the 

oldest game reserve in South Africa, for an afternoon 

game drive. This is where the white rhino was saved 

from extinction.  

 

Return to the hotel in the late afternoon and enjoy dinner. (BD) 

 

 

Saturday 25 May – Durban 

 

Continue the journey along the Elephant Coast to 

the iSimangaliso Wetland Park – a UNESCO World 

Heritage site. Embark on an estuarine boat trip to 

view crocodiles, hippo and numerous bird species. 

Today’s journey finishes in Durban. (B) 

 

Accommodation:   The Benjamin Boutique Hotel  

(1 night) 

 

 

 



 

Sunday 26 May – Port Elizabeth 

 

Depending on the departure time of our flight, embark on a brief City Tour before flying to Port 

Elizabeth.  

 

On arrival at Port Elizabeth Airport, you will be met and transferred to your hotel. (B) 

 

Accommodation: Radisson Blu Port Elizabeth (1 night) 

 

 

Monday 27 May – Plettenberg Bay  

 

Depart Port Elizabeth and travel via the 

coastline to the beautiful Tsitsikamma 

National Park. Enjoy a walk along the 

suspension bridge across the Storms River 

Mouth Gorge which offers incredible views 

and photo opportunities. Continue to 

Plettenberg Bay for dinner and overnight. 

(BD) 

 

Accommodation: Hunters Country House (2 nights) 

 

 

Tuesday 28 May – Plettenberg Bay 

 

After breakfast visit Birds of Eden – the largest free-flight bird 

aviary in the world. Proceed to Bramon Wine Estate for a 

tasting followed by lunch (at own expense). Time permitting 

you have the option of embarking on a marine encounter boat 

trip (weather permitting and at own expense) before returning 

to the lodge for the remainder of the afternoon at leisure before 

dinner. (BD) 

 

 

Wednesday 29 May – Knysna 

 

After breakfast enjoy a cruise along the Keurbooms 

River. Visit Knysna – the ‘Gem of the Garden Route’ 

and explore the waterfront area before travelling to 

Oudtshoorn – the ‘feather capital’ of the world. Visit a 

working ostrich farm for a guided tour before arriving at 

your hotel for dinner. (BD) 

 

Accommodation: De Opstal Country Lodge (1 night) 

 

 



 

 

Thursday 30 May – Cape Town 

 

After breakfast take a tour of the Cango Caves – one of the natural wonders of the world.  

 

Leave Oudtshoorn, travel via Route 62 with a lunch stop in Barrydale (at own expense), before 

arriving into Cape Town early evening. (B) 

 

Accommodation: Southern Sun Waterfront (3 nights) 

 

 

Friday 31 May – Cape Town 

 

This morning you will be collected for your scheduled full day Cape Point & Peninsula Tour – an 

awe-inspiring tour with breathtaking views, historic and picturesque coastal villages to the towering 

headland of Cape Point. (B) 

 

 

Saturday 1 June – Cape Winelands 

 

Today you embark on your 

scheduled full day tour to the Cape 

Winelands. A delightful drive, winding 

to the heart of the region through 

superb mountain ranges, vineyards 

and Cape Dutch homesteads. (B) 

 

Sunday 2 June – Cape Town to Perth via Johannesburg  

 

This morning after breakfast you will be collected from the hotel for a scheduled City Tour – a 

geographical and cultural extravaganza showing you Cape Town from its historical beginnings to 

the dazzling, modern city it is today. Table Mountain ticket excluded (as weather permitting). (B) 

After the tour you will be met and transferred to Cape Town Airport for your flight home.     

 

Monday 3 June – Arrive Perth Monday 

 
Upon arrival, the group is met and transferred by coach to our office in Bunbury. 



 
Optional Extension to Victoria Falls & Hwange National Park  

 Itinerary subject to change – waiting on confirmation of 2019 details 

 

Sunday 2 June – Cape Town to Victoria Falls 

 

Guests taking the optional extension to Victoria Falls will have an early breakfast due to the 0830 

flight departure (time subject to change). 

 

Upon arrival at Victoria Falls, you will be met and 

transferred to your hotel. 

 
Late afternoon you will be collected and transferred to 
the Zambezi River for a sunset cruise with sundowner 
drinks and snacks.  
 
River Usage Fee: USD10.00 per person payable locally to the driver (subject to change). 

 

Later this evening, experience traditional African food and entertainment at The Boma – Place of 

Eating. 

 

Accommodation: Victoria Falls Safari Lodge (3 nights)  (B,D) 

 

 

Monday 3 June – Victoria Falls 

 
Enjoy a morning tour of the Falls.    
 
One of the Seven Natural Wonders of the World the 
Victoria Falls is a truly spectacular sight. Experience the 
awesome unspoilt grandeur starting at Livingstone’s statue 
and Devil’s Cataract and proceed through the rain forest to 
Danger Point. The walk is 3km and there are many view 
points to stop at along the way.  

 
Tonight you will enjoy an a la carte dinner at Makuwa Kuwa Restaurant. (BD) 
 
Entry into Victoria Falls National Park is USD30.00 per person payable to Zimbabwe National Parks 
at the gate. 

 



 

 

Tuesday 4 June – Victoria Falls 

 
Today is at leisure to pursue some of the many 
optional activities available in the area (at own 
expense). (B) 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 5 June – Hwange National Park 

 
Today after breakfast you will be met at the hotel for your road transfer to Hwange National Park. 
The drive between Victoria Falls and Hwange National Park is approximately four to six hours. Enjoy 
a game drive transfer to your Camp. (BD) 
 
National Park Hwange fees - USD20.00 per person per 24 hours (ie USD 60 pp) is payable directly 
at the property. 
 
Accommodation: The Hide Safari Camp 
including all meals and scheduled game 
viewing activities. 
 
 

Thursday 6 June  +  Friday 7 June 

– Hwange National Park 

 
Enjoy morning and afternoon game viewing 
activities. (BLD) 

 

 

Saturday 8 June – Hwange National Park to Victoria Falls to Perth (via Johannesburg) 

 
Today you will depart on a game drive transfer to the Hwange National Park gate to meet your 
scheduled road transfer to Victoria Falls Airport.  Our flight to Johannesburg departs at 1325 (subject 
to change).  We have a few hours in Johannesburg before joining our evening flight to Perth.   (B) 
 
 
Sunday 9 June – Arrive Perth 
 
Upon arrival, the group is met and transferred by coach to our office in Bunbury. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Your Highlights of Southern Africa experience includes: 
 

 Economy class flights with South African Airways, including 20 kg checked baggage 
allowance˟. 

 In South Africa - the services of an English speaking registered tour guide as per itinerary.  
Tour Escort from Bunbury - subject to minimum numbers being met. 

 Transport in a luxury air-conditioned vehicle and transfers as per the itinerary. 
 Accommodation in standard rooms in a combination of hotels and game lodges, including 

breakfast daily.  1 x lunch and 7 x dinners as per the itinerary.  
 Entrance fees, park fees and tours as per itinerary. 
 Gratuities to local guides. 
 Return transfers from scheduled pick up points in Busselton, Bunbury and Mandurah to 

Perth Airport for guests on group flights. 
 Group size – maximum 15 passengers. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The optional extension to Victoria Falls & Hwange National Park includes: 

 
 Economy class flights with South African Airways, including 20 kg checked baggage 

allowance˟. 
 The services of a qualified local guide.  Tour Escort from Bunbury, subject to minimum 

numbers being met. 
 Scheduled road transfers and safari vehicle for game drives. 
 Accommodation in standard rooms for 3 nights at the Victoria Falls Safari Lodge, including 

breakfast daily and 2 dinners as per the itinerary. 
 Victoria Falls afternoon sunset cruise and scheduled tour of the Falls as per the itinerary. 
 Accommodation in standard rooms for 3 nights at the Hide Safari Camp, including all meals 

and scheduled game viewing activities. 
 Group size – maximum 15 passengers. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Highlights of Southern Africa Tour Cost 

 

 Twin share $10,100.00* pp 

 

 Single $12,100.00*^ pp 

 
 * includes current air taxes of $620.00 
 ^subject to availability 

Victoria Falls & Hwange National Park extension 

7 days/6 nights 

 

  Twin share $4,865.00* pp 

  Single $5,760.00*^ pp 

 

  *includes airfares and current taxes of $290.00 
  ^subject to availability 



NOT INCLUDED 

Travel insurance; additional meals not stated in the itinerary; tipping to hotel staff; extra optional activities; drinks; 
laundry; excess baggage; passport and visa fees; items of personal nature. 
 
FLIGHTS 

Flights cannot be booked until mid-June 2018.  The tour price is based on current airfare and may be subject to change 
should fares increase.  Your checked baggage allowance is 1 piece at 20 kg per person.  ˟The economy class airfares do 
not include pre-paid seat selection – additional fee applies and will be charged to your credit card online.  It is possible 
that seating may not be accessible until 24 hours prior to departure. Due to the small group number, flight reservations 
will be made individually and will be due for payment at time of booking.  The airfare has been included in the deposit 
you have paid and will be non-refundable.  For passengers who wish to upgrade to business class, this is possible on the 
international flights (Perth/Johannesburg/Perth), cost to be advised at time of booking. 
 
DEPOSIT 

Non-refundable deposits are due at time of booking as follows: 
 
Highlights of Southern Africa Tour  $1,560.00 per person 
Airfares      $2,500.00 per person (includes taxes of $620.00 pp) 
 
Optional Victoria Falls/Hwange NP extension $1,050.00 per person 
Airfares (includes Southern Africa tour fares) $3,200.00 per person (includes taxes of $910.00 pp) 
 
At time of booking, we require the completed booking form attached to this brochure showing names as they appear on 
your passport, and a photocopy of your current passport.   Cathie Rice Travel will assess the information contained in 
this form, and reserves the right to ask for a physical assessment for any passenger.  In the event you have made a 
booking with Cathie Rice Travel and subsequently are unable or refuse to complete this form for any reason by the final 
payment date specified below, Cathie Rice Travel reserves the right to consider your booking cancelled as of that day 
and applicable cancellation fees will apply. 
 
FINAL PAYMENT 

Final payment is due on or before 1 March 2019.  It is imperative that deposits and final payments are paid by the due 
date.  Failure to pay on time may result in the cancellation of your reservations.   

 
CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS 

As a result of recent changes to RBA rules and credit card interchange pricing, effective 27/11/17- the following new 
merchant charges apply: 
 
Standard Visa and Mastercard 1.45% 
Premium/Corporate Visa and Mastercard 2.20% 
American Express 2.20% 
Diners 2.75% 

 
CANCELLATION/REFUND POLICY 

In the event of cancellation by the passenger, the following fees will apply: 
 
Deposit and airfare - non refundable 
 
After final payment date – any charges imposed by the principals involved in operating the tour.  Therefore, the 
cancellation fee may be up to the total cost of this tour.  Bookings and payments are non-transferable. 
 
There is no refund for any sightseeing tours, meals, accommodation, or any other services not utilised or required during 
this tour. 
 
We recommend that you purchase travel insurance at the time of paying your deposit.  Cancellation fees will not be 
waived if insurance cannot be obtained. 
 
FORMS 

Please complete the attached forms and return with a copy of your passports. 
 
FARES AND PRICES 

Much care has gone into the composition of itineraries and prices for this brochure, however circumstances beyond our 
control such as currency devaluation, fuel or airfare surcharges, and imposition of new or amended Government charges 
may necessitate an increase in cost.  Cathie Rice Travel and Bench Africa cannot be held responsible for these changes.  
Should this occur at any time until departure date, you will be notified as soon as possible, and regardless of deposit or 
total payment having been made, any increase is to be paid by the client.  If such increase is unacceptable, the client 
may cancel the booking, though, in doing so, is still liable to pay any cancellation charges imposed by our suppliers. 
 
TOUR ESCORT 

A Cathie Rice Travel Tour Escort will travel with the group provided a minimum of 15 passengers are travelling together.  
Should the minimum number not be met, the tour will not be escorted from Bunbury, and the tour operator, Bench Africa, 
will open up the departure to sell around the world to fill the tour.  Bench Africa local tour guides will travel with the tour. 
 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Travel insurance is mandatory for this holiday and recommended to be purchased at time of booking.  Travel insurance 
may be subject to age and pre-existing medical condition surcharges.  It is important to consider the purchase of travel 



insurance as early as possible as cancellation penalties will be enforced by the cruise/tour companies, hotels, airlines 
etc. Cancellation fees will not be waived if insurance cannot be obtained.  Medicare will not pay for services or 
hospitalization outside Australia.   
 
In conjunction with your tour, we are offering a 10% group discount on SureSave Insurance or AussieTravel Insurance.  
Please contact our office for a brochure and a quote. 
 
Please note:   For guests who do not take travel insurance with Cathie Rice Travel.   

We have a long standing relationship with our sales representatives at SureSave and AussieTravel, and they are able to 
assist us should you require medical help or other emergency assistance while you are on tour.  Due to the privacy act, 
our tour escorts are unable to assist with medical or loss claims and discuss any issues on your behalf with any other 
insurer while you are on tour.  Persons who take insurance through any other provider must ensure they have copies of 
their insurance PDS, policy and emergency assistance contacts with them while on tour. 
 
PASSPORTS AND VISAS  

All passengers must be in the possession of a passport that is valid for at least six months after your return date to 
Australia.  Passengers not travelling on an Australian passport must have a valid re-entry visa for Australia.  Australian 
passport holders do not require a visa for South Africa for tourism up to 90 days.   
Australian citizens entering Zimbabwe for tourism purposes are required to pay US$30 for a single entry, 30-day visa on 

point of entry (Victoria Falls extension). 
 
ITINERARY ALTERATIONS 

Alterations may occur due to road or weather conditions, strikes or other reasons beyond our control.  Any additional 
expense incurred by the passenger is not the responsibility of Cathie Rice Travel.  We can give no guarantee as to the 
exact arrival and departure times for carriers and operators used in the tour and Cathie Rice Travel will not be liable for 
failure to make connections with any other services or attractions beyond its control. 
 
TOUR PARTICIPATION 

Cathie Rice Travel welcomes passengers with disabilities or special needs provided they are accompanied by a 
companion capable of providing all assistance required.  Any special requirements must be advised at the time of 
booking. 
 
We regret that we cannot provide individual assistance to a passenger for walking, dining, getting on and off 
motorcoaches or other transportation vehicles, carrying luggage, or other personal needs.  Travellers who need such 
assistance must be accompanied by a qualified companion.  Cathie Rice Travel reserves the right to refuse to carry any 
person who it deems cannot fully care for themselves on Tour without assistance. 
 
SPECIAL NOTE 

Every endeavour has been made to ensure that the contents of this brochure are correct at the time of printing, however, 
details may have changed since the brochure was published.  Please ensure you check with Cathie Rice Travel as 
operational reasons may necessitate itinerary changes and amendments to the hotels as specified. 
 
E&OE 
 
INFORMATION AND PRICES AS AT 9 MAY 18. 
 
BROCHURE TO BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE BENCH AFRICA TERMS & CONDITIONS. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Cathie Rice Travel  –  Escorted Tours & Special Departures 
PASSENGER INFORMATION FORM 

Please complete and return with a copy of your passport 
SURNAME: TITLE: 

GIVEN NAMES (as per passport) 

ADDRESS: 

HOME PHN: MOBILE: BUSINESS PHN: 

EMAIL: 

PASSPORT NO: PLACE OF ISSUE: 

DATE OF ISSUE: DATE OF EXPIRY: 

NATIONALITY: PLACE OF BIRTH: 

DATE OF BIRTH: NAME YOU LIKE TO BE CALLED: 

EMERGENCY CONTACT: 
(Name, relationship, address 
phone number) 

DIETARY REQUIREMENTS: 

FREQUENT FLYER NUMBER & AIRLINE: 

HOTEL REQUIREMENTS:   TWIN              DOUBLE                SINGLE              TRIPLE 

SPECIAL REQUESTS: 
(see note below) 

MEDICAL INFORMATION:  If yes, please give further information: 

During the past 5 years, have you suffered any  
significant Illness, been hospitalised or require  
regular care by a doctor?  
 

 

Do you have any physical limitations, handicaps 
or prosthesis?   
 

 

Do you take medication or drugs relating to a  
pre-existing medical condition? 
 

 

Are you affected by any other pre-existing 
medical condition not mentioned above? 
 

 

Have you arranged your own travel insurance 
policy?  Please give details of company and 
policy number.  (Do not complete if insurance 
arranged by Cathie Rice Travel) 

 

The information on this form will be assessed and you may be required to complete an additional confidential medical 
form relating to the tour you are joining. 
 
All special requests such as those for particular airline seating, hotel rooms and dietary requirements will be forwarded 
to the appropriate suppliers, however cannot be guaranteed by Cathie Rice Travel.  Please refer to the brochure for 
conditions. 

Our escorted tours bring together people of all ages. It is very important you are aware that, as a minimum, an average 

level of fitness and mobility' is required to undertake our easiest programs. Travellers must be able to walk for a 

reasonable length of time without the aid of another person, climb 3-4 flights of stairs or over uneven surfaces, and carry 

their own luggage at a minimum.  This is to ensure that travellers have the necessary fitness and mobility to comfortably 

complete their chosen trip. While our staff work hard to ensure that all our travellers are catered for equally, it is not their 

responsibility to help individuals who cannot complete the day's activities unaided.  Travellers who need such 

assistance must be accompanied by a qualified companion to assist them.   

            I have read and understand these conditions and the brochure conditions.  I have arranged travel insurance coverage.  

 

__________________________________________________________________     Date:   ____________________________ 



Cathie Rice Travel  –  Escorted Tours & Special Departures 
PASSENGER INFORMATION FORM 

Please complete and return with a copy of your passport 
SURNAME: TITLE: 

GIVEN NAMES (as per passport) 

ADDRESS: 

HOME PHN: MOBILE: BUSINESS PHN: 

EMAIL: 

PASSPORT NO: PLACE OF ISSUE: 

DATE OF ISSUE: DATE OF EXPIRY: 

NATIONALITY: PLACE OF BIRTH: 

DATE OF BIRTH: NAME YOU LIKE TO BE CALLED: 

EMERGENCY CONTACT: 
(Name, relationship, address 
phone number) 

DIETARY REQUIREMENTS: 

FREQUENT FLYER NUMBER & AIRLINE: 

HOTEL REQUIREMENTS:   TWIN              DOUBLE                SINGLE              TRIPLE 

SPECIAL REQUESTS: 
(see note below) 

MEDICAL INFORMATION:  If yes, please give further information: 

During the past 5 years, have you suffered any  
significant Illness, been hospitalised or require  
regular care by a doctor?  
 

 

Do you have any physical limitations, handicaps 
or prosthesis?   
 

 

Do you take medication or drugs relating to a  
pre-existing medical condition? 
 

 

Are you affected by any other pre-existing 
medical condition not mentioned above? 
 

 

Have you arranged your own travel insurance 
policy?  Please give details of company and 
policy number.  (Do not complete if insurance 
arranged by Cathie Rice Travel) 

 

The information on this form will be assessed and you may be required to complete an additional confidential medical 
form relating to the tour you are joining. 
 
All special requests such as those for particular airline seating, hotel rooms and dietary requirements will be forwarded 
to the appropriate suppliers, however cannot be guaranteed by Cathie Rice Travel.  Please refer to the brochure for 
conditions. 

Our escorted tours bring together people of all ages. It is very important you are aware that, as a minimum, an average 

level of fitness and mobility' is required to undertake our easiest programs. Travellers must be able to walk for a 

reasonable length of time without the aid of another person, climb 3-4 flights of stairs or over uneven surfaces, and carry 

their own luggage at a minimum.  This is to ensure that travellers have the necessary fitness and mobility to comfortably 

complete their chosen trip. While our staff work hard to ensure that all our travellers are catered for equally, it is not their 

responsibility to help individuals who cannot complete the day's activities unaided.  Travellers who need such 

assistance must be accompanied by a qualified companion to assist them.   

            I have read and understand these conditions and the brochure conditions.  I have arranged travel insurance coverage.  

 

__________________________________________________________________     Date:   ____________________________ 


