
 

The Wonders of Ancient Egypt 
15 Day Fully Escorted Exclusive Small Group Tour 

ex Australia 27 October 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Step back in time with us on a journey through the ages of this ancient civilization.  

Labelled as the world’s largest open-air museum, Egypt is a history story waiting to be 

told. 

Venture into the chambers of the Great Pyramids of Giza, meet the enigmatic Sphinx, visit 

the magnificent temples of Abu Simbel, explore the Valley of the Kings, see 

Tutankhamun’s treasures, soak up the history in amazing museums, and so much more.  

Our experienced tour escort Andrea has travelled to this timeless land and looks forward 

to sharing this incredible experience with you. 

 

 

 
7 Forrest Ave, Bunbury  WA  6230 

PH:  08 9780 0900 
Tollfree:  1800 177 788 

E: sales@cathiericetravel.com.au 
W: www.cathiericetravel.com.au 

SEE INSIDE FOR BONUS 
INCLUSIONS! 

 

23 January 2020 

OPTIONAL EXTENSION – PETRA, JORDAN & THE DEAD SEA 
 

mailto:sales@cathiericetravel.com.au


 

TOUR INCLUSIONS 

 Cathie Rice Travel / Insight Vacations 13 day Private Coach & Cruise Tour of Egypt 

 Emirates economy class return airfares, Australia to Cairo, including taxes.  2 economy class flights 

within Egypt 

 5 nights twin share at the Cairo Marriott Hotel and 7 night MS Medea (or similar) Nile River cruise, as 

per itinerary 

 12 Breakfasts, 7 Lunches and 9 Dinners as per itinerary 

 Awesome sightseeing experiences, shared by passionate and expert English-speaking guides 

 Group transfers as per itinerary 

 

BONUS INCLUSIONS 

 

Visit Abu Simbel - excursion includes flights to/from Aswan 

 

Full day exploration of historic Alexandria 

 

Venture inside one of the Great Pyramids of Giza plus the Sound & Light Show Giza 

 

Authentic dining experiences – Egyptian dinner and galabeya party on the Nile cruise; Colonial-style 

High Tea at the Old Cataract Hotel; Farewell Dinner onboard a delightful evening Nile cruise with a 

spectacular belly-dancing and folklore show 

 

Find out more about local village life on a visit to a family home 

 

Private group arrival and departure transfers in Cairo 

 

Pre-reserved standard seating on all Emirates flights (preferred seating and extra legroom seats 

additional cost) 

 

Pre-paid gratuities (tips) for your Insight Vacations Tour Director and Coach Driver, and the cruise staff 

 

Cathie Rice Travel experienced Tour Escort/Facilitator.  Insight Vacations professionally trained 

Egyptologist/Tour Director 

 

OPTIONAL EXTENSION –  

The Insight Vacations Jordan Experience with the Dead Sea can be added 
before or after our tour.   

Visit the rich cultural sites of Jordan with a highlight visit to the Dead Sea.  
Explore the UNESCO World Heritage site of the lost city of Petra and more. 

Priced from $3095 per person twin share.   

Contact Andrea for further information. 

 



 

Day 1. Tuesday 27 October 2020  Depart Australia 

 

Our Emirates flight departs late evening.   

 

 

Day 2: Wed 28 Oct  Arrive in Cairo 

 

We have a short stop in Dubai, arriving into Cairo mid-morning.   

 

Welcome to Cairo, a timeless land of the Pharaohs and Pyramids. On arrival at Cairo International Airport, 

you will be met and transferred to your hotel.  Please note:  access to your hotel room may not be possible 

until 2.00 PM. 

 

Rest up before your journey begins tomorrow. In the evening, get to know your Travel Director, a 

professionally trained Egyptologist, as well as fellow guests over a welcome drink followed by Dinner at the 

hotel.  

 

Hotel:  Cairo Marriott Hotel & Omar Khayyam Casino. (1 night)   (WD) 

 

Day 3: Thu 29 Oct  Fly to Luxor, Cruise the Nile. 

 

This morning, fly to Luxor and visit the huge temple complex of Karnak. Walk 

through the avenue of ram-headed sphinxes to stand among the columns of the 

Hypostyle Hall before transferring to your cruise ship.   

 

After lunch on board, visit the Luxor Museum to see many ancient artefacts from 

Luxor Temple and two royal mummies.  

 

The evening is yours at leisure, enjoy dinner on the ship before relaxing in its 

lounge or in the comfort of your room.      

      

Ship:  MS Medea (or similar) (7 nights)   (B,L,D) 

Please note:  Nile Cruise sailing itinerary and vessel are subject to change 

without notice. 

 

 

Day 4: Fri 30 Oct Exploring Dendera and Edfu. 

 

A day of legend and history awaits you today as you begin 

with a morning visit to the Temple of Hathor in Dendera. One 

of the best-preserved temples in Egypt, it contains a rare 

depiction of Cleopatra and her son Caesarian, whose father 

was Julius Caesar.   The ship will sail around noon on a 

scenic journey via the Esna Lock to Edfu.  

      (B,L,D) 

 

Day 5: Sat 31 Oct  Edfu to Aswan. 

 

You will start the day with breakfast as you cruise along the Nile to Kom Ombo and continue on to the city of 

Aswan. Famous for its archaeological sites such as the Philae Temple Complex and the Temple of Isis, 

Aswan is a vibrant destination that portray an agreeable mix of ancient and contemporary Egypt.  

 

In the evening, enjoy a fun-filled Egyptian dinner and galabeya party.  

           (B,L,D) 



 

Day 6: Sun 01 Nov   Aswan’s High Dam & Temple of Isis. 

Today’s sightseeing includes a visit to Aswan’s High Dam and 

Granite Quarries to see the enormous Unfinished Obelisk. Travel 

by motorboat to the Temple of Isis, rising from the waters of the 

Nile on the Island of Philae.  

 

The rest of the day is free to relax and enjoy the facilities on your 

cruise ship. Ask your Travel Director for recommendations on 

things to do onboard or perhaps ask for more insights into 

Egypt’s fascinating history.  

       (B,L,D) 

 

Day 7: Mon 02 Nov   Feluccas and High Tea 

Throughout your journey you’ll have seen many feluccas sailing along the Nile. Now it’s your time to explore 

one for yourself. On this traditional vessel, you’ll meet a local sailor who will teach you about the art of sailing 

this ancient craft.    

 

As the sun starts to fade, enjoy colonial-style High Tea at the historic Old Cataract Hotel, just like Winston 

Churchill and Agatha Christie once did before you. The hotel is rumoured to be where Christie wrote her 

bestselling novel, “Death on the Nile.”  

           (B,L,D) 

 

Day 8:  Tue 03 Nov   Abu Simbel and Kom Ombo. 

This morning join an excursion to Abu Simbel from Aswan to visit the fabulous reconstructed temples of 
Ramses II and Nefertari. The journey by air takes approximately forty minutes in each direction and allows 
approximately seventy-five minutes at Abu Simbel to visit the temples and the impressive concrete dome.  
These temples overlook Lake Nasser and are made up of the Great Temple of Ramsses II and the Temple 
of Hathor. Located in a village in Nubia, they are found in Upper Egypt.  
 
Later, sail to Kom Ombo to visit the only double temple of Egypt, dedicated to two gods: the crocodile-
headed Sobek and the falcon-headed Horus the Elder.  
           (B,L,D) 

 

Day 9: Wed 04 Nov                Cruising the Nile to Luxor. 

Your cruise continues along the bustling waters of the Nile. Enjoy your facilities on board and have your 

cameras at the ready for the sites as you leisurely make your way to Luxor.  

 

On arrival in Luxor we will visit the Luxor Temple. Located on the east bank of the Nile, it was built by the 

New Kingdom Pharaohs Amenhotep III and Ramesses II. It is known as ipet resyt “the southern sanctuary.    

 

In the evening there will be free time. Ask your Travel Director for tips on where to explore.  

           (B,L,D) 



 
 

 

Day 10: Thur 05 Nov          Explore Luxor  and fly to Cairo. 

 

This morning, disembark from your cruise and travel by coach to the west bank of the Nile. See the Colossi 

of Memnon and visit both the Temple of Hatshepsut and the Valley of the Kings, where many Pharaohs, 

including Hatshepsut, Amenhotep I and Tutankhamun were buried.  

 

Visit a family home and witness the making of authentic Egyptian sun bread. You’ll be able to find out more 

about local life in the village and why baking this delicacy is so important to the family.  

 

Later, transfer to the airport for your return flight to Cairo.  

 

Hotel:  Cairo Marriott Hotel & Omar Khayyam Casino. (4 nights)   (B) 

 

 

Day 11: Fri 06 Nov                                  Cairo and the Pyramids of Giza. 

 

Today you’ll head to Memphis, the famous capital of the ancient world. See the colossal statue of Ramses II 
and the Great Alabaster Sphinx.  
 
Continue to Sakkara, to see the Step Pyramid of King Zoser, the oldest pyramid in the world, dating back to 
2,700 BC.  
 
In the afternoon, it’s on to Giza with your Egyptologist to explore the magnificent pyramids, where you’ll 
come face-to-face with the enigmatic Sphinx. During your visit, venture inside one of these ancient wonders 
to see the chambers where the pharaohs were sent to meet their Gods in the afterlife.  
 
Later, drive to the pyramids to witness the magical Sound & Light Show - an unforgettable introduction to the 
world of Ancient Egypt. 
           (B) 
 

Day 12: Sat 07 Nov                                Alexandria 
 
Embark on a full day exploration of historic Alexandria. Your 
sightseeing tour shows you the National Museum, the well 
preserved Roman Amphitheatre, Roman Catacombs, 
Quayet-Bey Fortress and Pombey's Pillar. Later, visit the 
Mosque of Abdul Abass and the gardens at Montaza 
surrounding a former palace of the Royal family.  Return to 
Cairo, arriving back in the evening.    
      (B) 
 

 
 



 
Day 13: Sun 08 Nov                             Cairo Sightseeing 
 
This morning, ascend to the Citadel, for breathtaking 
views over the city. While here visit the Alabaster Mosque, 
otherwise known as the Great Mosque of Muhammad 
Ali Pasha, regarded as the founder of modern Egypt.  
 
Continue to Tahrir Square, the focal point of the 2011 
Egyptian Revolution, and the Egyptian Museum. Among 
the many exhibits found here, are the fabulous artefacts 
recovered from the tomb of King Tutankhamun.    
 
This evening, experience Cairo from a completely different 
perspective during a delightful evening Farewell Dinner 
cruise on River Nile. Once on board enjoy a delicious 
buffet dinner with Cairo's illuminated skyline as a 
backdrop. Entertainment is provided in the form of a 
spectacular belly-dancing and folklore show.  Not to be missed!   
          (B, FD) 

 

Day 14: Mon 09 Nov                                Depart Cairo. 

 

It’s time to say goodbye to your fellow travellers as your journey comes to an end. A transfer will take you to 

Cairo International airport for your onward flights.        

          (B) 

 

 

Day 15:  Tue 10 Nov     Arrive Australia 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MS MEDEA 

 
This impressive 5 star vessel is among the most luxurious of all boats on the Nile. Elegantly furnished with rich 
fabrics, wood panelling and classic style furniture, the MS Medea offers a refined setting for your Nile cruise. 
The restaurant offers 120 covers with a combination of waiter service and buffet meals which allows guests to 
sample both Egyptian and international cuisine. 

The spacious lounge bar is tastefully furnished and offers international bar service. The main lounge has a 
music system and a dance floor for evening entertainment, which includes an Egyptian folklore show and belly 
dancing. The separate bar area with comfortable Chesterfield sofas offers a panoramic view of the Nile River 
and a restful place to relax with a book. On the top deck, the sun deck runs the length and width of the ship 
with fitness equipment, swimming pool and bar surrounded with elegant cane tables, chairs and sun loungers. 

The 24-hour reception desk provides full services as well as international telephone. The gift shop on board 
offers souvenirs and gifts from Egypt. 

The river view cabins include private en suite bathroom, safe deposit box, mini bar, television and individually 
controllable air conditioning. 

Please note:  Nile Cruise sailing itinerary and vessel are subject to change without notice. 

 
 
 



TOUR PRICE 
 
$11,119.00 per person twin share 
 
Single supplement  $1,465.00 

(limited number of single rooms available) 
 
INCLUSIONS 

 Escorted from Australia by an experienced Cathie Rice Travel Tour Escort 
 Emirates economy class return airfares ex Australia to Cairo, including taxes and pre-

reserved standard seating☼.  Cairo/Luxor/Cairo economy class flights 
 Insight Vacations 13 day private small group tour of Egypt.  Includes the services of an 

English speaking Tour Director in Egypt 
 Hotel accommodation & porterage, standard cruise accommodation, sightseeing, meals 

(dining summary below), private group transfers, all as per itinerary 
 Abu Simbel excursion including flights from Aswan 
 Full day tour to Alexandria 
 High Tea at the historic Old Cataract Hotel 
 Cairo Dinner Cruise with buffet dinner and entertainment (see itinerary) 
 Gratuities for the Tour Director, Coach Driver, Cruise Staff, and any restaurant meals 

included in the itinerary 
 

Dining summary: 12 breakfasts (B), 7 lunches (L), 8 dinners (D), Welcome Dinner (WD) 

Please note:  Nile Cruise sailing itinerary and vessel are subject to change without notice.  This cruise is not a 
private charter and is shared with non Cathie Rice Travel passengers. 

☼ Flights ex Australia are with Emirates.  Fare based on departures from Melbourne, Sydney, Adelaide and 
Perth.  Price for other departure cities on application. 

NOT INCLUDED 

 Travel insurance 

 Meals not stated in the itinerary 

 Extra optional activities.  Optional tours will be advised in due course 

 Drinks, laundry, excess baggage, visa fees, passport fees, items of a personal nature 

 

BUSINESS CLASS AIRFARES – AVAILABLE ON APPLICATION 

 

 
FITNESS TO TRAVEL 

 
Our escorted tours and small group adventures bring together people of all ages. For your enjoyment and the enjoyment 
of other guests on your tour, it is very important you are aware that, as a minimum, an average level of fitness and 
mobility' is required to undertake our easiest programs. Cathie Rice Travel has a duty of care to all tour participants, so 
we have a firm policy on the level of fitness required by our clients to attempt to ensure your safety. 
 
Passengers must be able to walk at a minimum 1 – 3 kilometres without the aid of another person (sometimes on uneven 
ground and in areas of high heat or humidity), walk up multiple flights of stairs, stand for 20 minutes without needing to sit 
down, step on and off small boats (sometimes in rough weather), and carry their own luggage at a minimum.  For our 
adventure tours/expedition cruises, travellers with a pre-existing medical condition are required to complete a medical 
questionnaire, which must be signed by their physician.  This is to ensure that passengers have the necessary fitness 
and mobility to comfortably complete and enjoy their chosen trip.   
 
If you require special assistance (such as pushing a wheelchair, assistance with walking, assistance with luggage, 
assistance with daily self-care) you must travel with a companion capable of providing the required assistance or care.  
While our Tour Escort/Facilitator works hard to ensure that all our travellers are catered for equally, it is not their 
responsibility to assist individuals who cannot complete the day’s activities unaided. 
 
Cathie Rice Travel reserves the right to refuse to carry any person who it deems cannot fully care for themselves on tour 
without assistance and who does not meet the safety and health requirements for such tour.   By consumer law, Cathie 
Rice Travel acts with due care and skill to ensure that our tour and its activities are a suitable fit for each individual customer. 
 
Please note that there are limited medical facitilities in remote areas. 
 
Please also refer to the supplier booking conditions and the booking conditions on the attached Passenger Information 
Form. 



DEPOSIT 

A non-refundable deposit of $3,000.00 per person is required within 7 days of booking.  At this time we require the 
completed booking form (attached) showing names as they appear on your passport, and a photocopy of your current 
passport. 
 
Your flights will be booked upon receipt of your deposit and your airline tickets will be issued.  Please note that 
cancellation and amendment fees will apply once your airline tickets are issued.  Should you decide to deviate from the 
group flights and arrive earlier or extend after the tour, fare differences and airline reissue fees will apply.    
 
We recommend that you purchase travel insurance at this time to cover your payments against any unforeseen 
cancellation/change fees. 
 
PAYMENTS - EFFECTIVE 23/09/19 

 
Please be advised of changes to our payment options.  This is about making sure your funds are protected.  We 
encourage credit card as the safest and most secure method of payment - this will protect your funds in the event of a 
supplier collapse or a paid service not supplied.  
 
As a result of recent changes to RBA rules and credit card interchange pricing, effective 27/11/17, the following new 
merchant charges apply: 
 
Visa, MasterCard 1.8% 
American Express and Diners 2.75% 
 
You can now make credit card payments direct by pasting the following link into your browser  
https://pay.travelpay.com.au/CATHIER 
 
If you prefer to pay by cash or direct deposit, please discuss at the time of payment your options to protect your funds 
that will be paid out to the various suppliers. 
 
FINAL PAYMENT 

 
Final payment is due on or before 25 July 2020. 
 
It is imperative that deposits and final payments are paid by the due dates.  Failure to pay on time may result in the 
cancellation of your reservations. 
 
FARES AND PRICES 

 
¤ The tour is guaranteed to operate with a minimum of 10 passengers, however the Cathie Rice Travel Tour Escort’s 
participation in the tour requires a minimum of 16 travellers. For groups of less than 16, the tour will be guided by expert 
local guides.   
 
In the unlikely event that illness or some other external event prevents a Cathie Rice Travel staff member from 
participating as the tour escort, an expert local guide will replace him and compensation to a maximum of  10% of the 
tour price (not including air) will be provided to travellers (approx. $650.00 per person).   
 
Due to the current instability of oil prices, all of the companies involved reserve the right to increase their costs relevant 
to fuel prices. All prices subject to increase until paid in full.  Tour prices specified are based on airfares and land 
arrangement tariffs applicable at the time of printing and do not include airline taxes, airport/port charges or gratuities 
unless indicated.  Prices are based on currency exchange rates therefore may be subject to increase without prior 
notice until the final payment date.  All prices are in Australian dollars. 
 
Please note:  As this holiday package may incorporate many different facets such as flights, hotels, transfers, tours 
and/or a cruise, the payments you make will be forwarded to the individual companies involved to secure your 
reservations.    Individual payments are not able to be made to these companies; therefore prices are subject to change 
as per the clause above, until the final payment date. 
 
Travel insurance is not included in your tour cost.   Please refer to the “travel insurance” section for more information. 
 
CANCELLATION/REFUND POLICY 

 
In the event of cancellation by the passenger, the following fees will apply: 
 
Deposit - non refundable 
Airfares – cancellation/amendment fees are charged once tickets are issued.  Please ask your consultant for full 
conditions and fees applicable to your airfare. 
After final payment date – any charges imposed by the principals involved in operating the tour. Therefore, the 
cancellation fee may be up to the total cost of this tour.  
 
Cathie Rice Travel reserves the right to charge a cancellation fee should you cancel your booking.  This fee is in addition 
to any fees charged by the principals/suppliers. 
 
Bookings and payments are non-transferable to another passenger or booking. 
 

https://pay.travelpay.com.au/CATHIER


There is no refund for any sightseeing tours, meals, accommodation, or any other services not utilized or required during 
this tour. 
 
 TRAVEL INSURANCE 

 
Travel insurance is mandatory for all Cathie Rice Travel Escorted Tours and it is recommended that insurance be 
purchased at time of booking.  Cancellation fees cannot be waived if travel insurance cannot be obtained.  All pre-
existing medical conditions must be covered.  This is to ensure that, in the event of an accident or medical emergency, 
you are completely covered for emergency evacuation and hospital expenses. 
 
Cathie Rice Travel is not responsible for any medical expenses or emergency evacuation expenses incurred by you and 

the Tour Escort is not responsible for these expenses should they not be covered by your travel insurance policy or if you 

do not have sufficient funds to pay the expenses at the time of the event. 

 
In conjunction with your tour, we are offering a 10% group discount on SureSave Insurance.  Please contact our 
office for a brochure and a quote. 
 
PASSPORTS AND VISAS 

 
All passengers must be in the possession of a passport that is valid for at least six months after your return date to 
Australia.  Passengers not travelling on an Australian passport must have a valid re-entry visa for Australia. 
 
A visa is required for entry into Egypt.  This can be arranged online on the link below or purchased upon arrival in Cairo.  
The fee is USD25.00 per person. 
 
www.visa2egypt.gov.eg  
 
ITINERARY ALTERATIONS 

 
Alterations may occur due to road or weather conditions, strikes or other reasons beyond our control.   Any additional 
expense incurred by the passenger is not the responsibility of Cathie Rice Travel.  We can give no guarantee as to the 
exact arrival and departure times for carriers and operators used in the tour and Cathie Rice Travel will not be liable for 
failure to make connections with any other services or attractions beyond its control. 
 
SPECIAL NOTE 

 
Every endeavor has been made to ensure that the contents of this brochure are correct at the time of printing, 
however, details may have changed since the brochure was published.  Please ensure you check with Cathie Rice 
Travel as operational reasons may necessitate itinerary changes and amendments to the hotels as specified. 
 
E&OE - PRICES as at 23 Jan 2020  – *Pricing subject to change at any time. Based on availability at time of booking and 
until paid in full. 

http://www.visa2egypt.gov.eg/

